The first edition

Well, here it is. It's what you've all been waiting for. It's the first edition of Ask Spine! | know you're all
as excited as | am about what | hope becomes a regular feature on spine.cx. However, it can't happen

without YOUR questions. Yes, I'm pointing at you. Email them to askspine@spine.cx.

Click below for the first installment.

Dear Ask Spine:

Personally | think there is nothing worst than a person that says they commit to do something (attend
a party, participate in some function, join a team, go on some trip, etc) and CONTINUES to sound
upbeat and committed to it up to the last minute and then BAILS! The last minute (or worse, the next
week) lame-ass excuse for not joining in.

Confused in the big city.

Dear Confused in the big city:

Personally | think there is nothing worse then someone who complains about other people all

the time. Not everyone can do what you want when you want. Give them a break. Maybe
they are going through a difficult time with work, relationships or life in general. What you consider a
lame excuse may actually be the truth. Why don't you try talking to your friend to see why they
continue to put things off. | personally had no desire to go out whether it be to a party, the movies, or
just to hang out with people up until about a week ago. | made a spontaneous decision to go on a
vacation with a girl | hardly knew and ended up having the time of my life. Now I'm much happier and
talking to more people and finding myself wanting to get out more. Remember that there are times
when all you probably want to do is relax and have no interest in what someone asks you to do.
Instead of bitching about a person who apparently always bails find people who have interests in
whatever it is you are interested in and ask them to join you. Remember that whatever it is you are
thinking of someone else another person may think the exact same thing about you.

Butterfly
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Dear CIBC:

Hmmm...Good question. Ever hear of the old axiom "An eye for an eye"? It's all about

revenge. Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. Isn't that the golden rule?
Isn't that what we're all taught since pre-school to hold as the gospel of society? | say give 'em back
exactly what they're givin'. Make some plans with them and then go out with your "real" friends. See
how they like it.

Either they'll come around or you'll never speak again. | give it 50/50.

-Steve.

Dear Ask Spine:

My roomate keeps borrowing my clothes and it is driving me nuts! They stretch out my clothes and
don't wash them before giving them back. | don't want to make them angry but they need to stop
touching my stuff. What can | say to them that won't make them hate me?

Fed up
Dear Fed up:

Who cares if your roomate ends up hating you. If you have a problem with your roomate

borrowing your clothes let them know. | personally would have a problem if | lived with
someone and they constantly took my clothes, wore them, got them dirty and threw them back in my
closet. It is one thing to ask if you can borrow someone's clothes but to just go ahead and take them is
probably one of the most disrespectful things a person could do to another. However if your roomate
is stretching your clothes out that is a pretty big problem. Maybe you should inform your roomate that
there is a pretty obvious size different between the two of you and that they are too big to borrow
your clothes. If you talk to your roomate and she gets mad she will eventually get over it. If she
continues to borrow your clothes without asking put a lock on your door that you can lock when you
leave to go out. Remember though your roomate isn't BORROWING your clothes, your roomate is
STEALING your clothes. Honestly go ahead and tell your roomate that she is pissing you off and ask
her how she would feel if you did the same to her and tell her that the local roomate clothing store has
now gone out of business forever.

Butterfly



Dear F.U.:

here are two possible answers to this question. Which answer | give depends on a piece of
information that you have not provided me: Are you male or female? | will have to answer in
two parts.

Male: Your roommate is probably gay. No straight man would borrow another man's clothes. If he's
not already out of the closet, you need to confront him about his sexuality. Although there's nothing
wrong with his "lifestyle choice", you need to make it clear that if gay people wear your clothes, you
could be mistaken for gay when you next wear them. This is clearly unacceptable.

Female: I'm not really seeing anything wrong here. If your roommate is repeatedly "getting dirty" in
your clothes, it must be because there is something enjoyable about the experience. Perhaps you
should give it a try. Perhaps together. After you "get dirty" with your roommate, you could then wash
your clothes together and then soap each other up in the shower and...What was | talking about? |
have to go now.

-Steve.
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